Lesson Plan: "The Great Blue Hole: A Huge Underwater
Hole in Belize"

Age Group: 7-12 years
Duration: 45-60 minutes

Objective:

Students will explore the Great Blue Hole in Belize,
understanding its formation, significance, and role in ocean
ecosystems.

Materials Needed:

. Video: "The Great Blue Hole: A Huge Underwater Hole in
Belize"

. Map of Belize and the Caribbean Sea

. Pictures of the Great Blue Hole, coral reefs, and marine
life

. Blue construction paper, markers, and glue for a craft
activity

« Scuba diving virtual reality (optional)

. Fact sheet about the Great Blue Hole

Introduction (5-10 minutes):

1. Greeting & Introduction:

o Start with: "Today, we’re diving deep into the ocean
to explore one of the most amazing natural
wonders—The Great Blue Hole in Belize!"

2. Discussion:

o Ask the class: "Have you ever seen a hole in the
ground? What if I told you there’s a huge, deep hole
under the ocean? Let’s learn more about it!"



Main Activity (30-40 minutes):

1. Watch the Video (5-7 minutes):

. Play the video: "The Great Blue Hole: A Huge Underwater
Hole in Belize."

. Encourage students to observe how deep the hole is, what
kinds of marine life live there, and why it's important to
scientists.

2. Discussion & Activities (20-30 minutes):

. Big and Deep:
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Explain how the Great Blue Hole is a massive
underwater sinkhole that’s over 300 meters across
and about 125 meters deep.

o Activity: Use blue paper to create a circular "Great

Blue Hole" craft. Have students cut out and layer
different shades of blue paper to represent the
depths of the hole.

. Amazing Colors:

o

@)

Show pictures of the bright blue water and coral
reefs surrounding the hole. Talk about how the coral
reefs support many fish and other sea creatures.
Activity: Students can draw colorful fish, sharks,
and coral reefs and place them around their paper
model of the Great Blue Hole.

. Diving Adventure:

o

Discuss how scuba divers explore the hole to see
fish, sharks, and underwater caves. Mention how it
feels like an underwater adventure full of surprises!
Activity: If available, show a brief virtual reality
scuba diving experience or let students take turns
“diving” with a mask and snorkel in class (for fun
role-playing).

« Natural Wonder:

o

Explain that scientists love studying the Great Blue
Hole because it helps them understand more about
the Earth’s oceans and how marine ecosystems
work.



o Activity: Create a "Science of the Ocean" poster that
highlights how the Great Blue Hole connects to other

natural ocean features like coral reefs and deep-sea
caves.

Conclusion (5-10 minutes):

1. Recap Key Points:

o Review how the Great Blue Hole is one of the largest
underwater holes in the world, its bright blue color,
and the amazing marine life that lives there.

2. Q&A:

o Let students ask questions about what they found

most fascinating about the Great Blue Hole.
3. Reflection:

o Discuss the importance of protecting underwater
wonders like the Great Blue Hole, as they are home
to many sea creatures and provide valuable insights
for scientists.

4. Closing Activity:

o Ask students: "If you could go scuba diving in the

Great Blue Hole, what would you want to see? Fish,

sharks, or underwater caves?" Let them share their
answers.

Extension Ideas:

. Ocean Life Research: Assign a mini-research project on
marine animals that live in or around the Great Blue Hole.
. Documentary Time: Watch a short documentary on the

Great Blue Hole and discuss its role in ocean health and
exploration.

This lesson helps students dive into the world of underwater
exploration, understanding both the wonder and scientific
significance of the Great Blue Hole.






