
Lesson Plan: "The Grand Canyon: Nature's Big, Beautiful 
Hole" 

Age Group: 7-12 years 
Duration: 45-60 minutes 

 

Objective: 

Students will learn about the Grand Canyon, its geological 
formation, cultural significance, and unique natural beauty. 

 

Materials Needed: 

 Video: "The Grand Canyon: Nature's Big, Beautiful Hole" 
 Photos of the Grand Canyon (including sunrise, sunset, 

and night views) 
 Map of Arizona and the Colorado River 
 Craft supplies (colored paper, scissors, glue, markers) 
 Fact sheet about the Grand Canyon 
 Computer/Tablet for virtual tour 

 

Introduction (5-10 minutes): 

1. Greeting & Introduction: 

o Start with: "Today, we’re going to explore one of the 
biggest and most beautiful natural wonders in the 
world—the Grand Canyon!" 

2. Brief Discussion: 
o Ask if any students have heard of the Grand Canyon 

or know where Arizona is located. Show Arizona on a 
map. 

 

Main Activity (30-40 minutes): 



1. Watch the Video (5-7 minutes): 

 Play the video tutorial: "The Grand Canyon: Nature’s Big, 
Beautiful Hole." 

 Encourage students to pay attention to how the canyon 
was formed, its size, and its importance to Native 
American tribes. 

2. Discussion & Activities (20-30 minutes): 

 Super Big Canyon: 
o Explain how the Grand Canyon is one of the largest 

canyons in the world, stretching over 277 miles long, 
up to 18 miles wide, and more than a mile deep. 

o Activity: Create a simple model of the Grand 
Canyon using colored paper to show the different 
layers and cliffs. 

 How It's Made: 
o Talk about how the Colorado River carved the canyon 

over millions of years, forming the tall cliffs and 

colorful rock layers that tell the Earth's history. 
o Activity: Make a layered paper model or diagram of 

the canyon’s rock layers, using different colors to 
represent the various rock types and ages. 

 Awesome Views: 
o Show photos of the Grand Canyon at different times 

of the day—sunrise, sunset, and night—and discuss 
how the views change with the light. 

o Activity: Have students draw their own version of 

the Grand Canyon, including its colorful cliffs and 
layers. 

 Important Place: 
o Discuss the cultural significance of the Grand Canyon 

to Native American tribes, like the Havasupai and 
Hopi, who view it as sacred land. 

o Activity: Create a "Cultural Connections" poster that 
highlights how the Grand Canyon is important to 
both Native Americans and tourists today. 

 



Conclusion (5-10 minutes): 

1. Recap Key Points: 
o Review how the Grand Canyon was formed, its 

massive size, and its importance as both a natural 
wonder and a cultural landmark. 

2. Q&A: 
o Invite students to ask questions and share what they 

found most interesting about the Grand Canyon. 
3. Reflection: 

o Discuss why the Grand Canyon is a symbol of 
nature’s power and beauty and why it’s important to 
protect such natural wonders. 

4. Closing Activity: 
o Ask each student to share one thing they would want 

to do if they visited the Grand Canyon, such as 
hiking, watching the sunset, or learning more about 
Native American history. 

 

Extension Ideas: 

 Virtual Tour: Take a virtual tour of the Grand Canyon 
online, allowing students to explore different parts of the 
canyon up close. 

 Research Project: Assign students to research other 
natural wonders and compare them to the Grand Canyon 
in terms of size, formation, and significance. 

 

This lesson plan introduces students to the awe-inspiring Grand 
Canyon while fostering appreciation for nature and the 
importance of preserving natural landmarks. 

 


